Infection in the immunocompromised host.
The largest numbers of immunocompromised pediatric patients are neonates and children who are managed in intensive care units. Therapeutic principles that apply to the classic neutropenic cancer patient are also relevant for these categories; maximum doses of bactericidal antibiotics given for longer periods should be used. Pediatricians should also be acquainted with those unusual infectious processes associated with specific immune deficits so that appropriate empiric therapy is selected. A protocol for managing the neutropenic patient with fever is discussed.